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 Hello friends! Thank you for continuing on our journey with 
us. We pray that you had a restful and joyful celebration of 
Christmas and transition into the new year. We enjoyed lots of time 
with family, trying to appreciate every moment of what will probably 
be our last Christmas at home for at least a couple years. We also 

celebrated the day we got engaged 3 years ago! So much has 
happened in the last 3 years, and we look forward to many more 

changes and adventures in the next few years.  

 Some of you may be wondering, “Weren’t you planning to leave 
in January? Are you still here?”  Yes, we are still here! Although many 
people have joined in our ministry through prayer and financial giving, 
we have not reached 100%, so we were unable to leave in January. We 
are thankful for God’s timing though, and we are glad we have a few 
more months to spend with family and friends. We are now praying 

and aiming to leave for Tanzania in May.  

 God has been faithful and our financial support 
has risen significantly since our last newsletter. We now 
have 80% of our monthly commitments in gifts and 
pledges! We also have 23 individuals or families praying 
for our ministry and 38% of our set -up costs have been 
given. So, we praise God and trust that he will continue 
to provide. If you would like to be part of our ministry 
through prayer or financial giving, we would love to 
have you! You can join by sending a letter indicating 

your interest and/or a check directly to Wycliffe, at the address found below. If you would like 
to give by electronic funds transfer, you can indicate that and a form will be sent to you. Please 
indicate if your gift is one -time, or if you plan to give monthly or annually. We are so thankful 

for the team of people supporting us and the ministry of Bible translation.   
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Pray that...  

...we would plan ahead and prepare wisely for 

the things that need to be done before an 

overseas move (packing, appointments, etc)  

...we would reach 100% of our financial goals in 

time to leave for Tanzania in May!  

...we would continue to grow personally and 

spiritually

Praise God that...  

...our ministry team has continued to grow!  

...we had quality time with our families over 

Christmas and have a few more months at 

home to spend with them  

...we have the opportunity to share with many 

people this month at local churches  

¢ƘŜ ŘƻǧŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ōŜƭƻǿ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǇŀƎŜ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ŏǳǘ ƻũ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻǧƻƳ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǊŜπ

ǉǳŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ ōƻƻƪƳŀǊƪ ƻǊ Ǉƻǎǘ ƛǘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΦ 

 For many people in Tanzania, the language that they grew 

up speaking may not even exist in written form, and even if it 

does, they may never have seen it and are even less likely to have 

heard it as some kind of recording.  One aspect of the work there, 

in making Scripture accessible to all in the language that they 

understand best, is to make it available in audio format. In a 

culture where orality is valued over and above the written text, 

this is a vital ministry. Towards the end of last year, the whole gospel of Mark was recorded in the 

Vwanji language of southern Tanzania, and has since been available for sale both in tape and CD 

format.  

 The Literacy/Scripture Use Coordinator for the area recently sent in the following report:   

"People are using the tapes and CDs in their homes, but also I have passed by some places in the 

market and heard it playing! Many listen to it just for the sake of listening and enjoy hearing how 

their language has been used and seeing that it is good Vwanji! A few people will sit and listen and 

then spend time thinking about the meaning of what they heard. Now I am educating people who buy 

the tapes as to how they are able to listen to the tapes together with others. People are very happy 

with the tapes, and when they listen for the first time they are amazed at what was done to make 

them."    

 We are passionate that every person would be able to read (or hear!) 

God’s Word in a way that is understandable and meaningful to them. Whether 

that is accomplished by teaching people how to read their own language, by 

creating audio tapes of the Bible in their language, or by creating movies like 

the Jesus Film, we hope that each person has the opportunity to meet Jesus and 

know Him as Lord.  

 

Making Scripture accessible to all...Making Scripture accessible to all...   

Peace to you in Christ,         

NEW! Check out our blog:  www.StephenandRachelinTanzania.blogspot.com 

http://www.StephenandRachelinTanzania.blogspot.com

